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“Like” Blind Industries and Services of Maryland on Facebook  

YOUTH INDEPENDENCE SUMMER PROGRAM IMPACTS LIVES 

By MELISSA LOMAX 

This summer, BISM offered two comprehensive, residential programs: Work to Independence for 18 high-

school students and Independence 101 for 4 middle-school students. Classes and activities focused on building 

confidence and gaining skills for independence. Students enjoyed trips to Washington D.C., New York City, 

Ocean City, MD, Orlando, FL, a yoga studio, an indoor trampoline park, and more. Students lived in         

apartments on a local college campus where they could practice their cooking, cleaning, and travel skills. High 

school students also received valuable paid work experience at several businesses and organizations including 

a hospital, furniture store, sports radio station, clothing store, and TV station.  

BISM Rehabilitation staff, Independence students, and family members gathered for the Independence youth 

summer program graduation ceremony on August 4. Work To Independence and Independence 101 students 

shared heartfelt memories and goodbyes with instructors and fellow students, and received a certificate and a 

bell to ring signifying their independence.  

 

 



 

LIFE CHANGING EXPERIENCE FOR WORK TO INDEPENDENCE STUDENT 

By VICTORIA LAMPTON 

I am a blind 21-year-old who lives in Columbia, Mississippi. Columbia is a very small town, far away from 

Baltimore. I wanted no part of the BISM’s Work To Independence program - flying was too scary, big cities 

were too scary, and having to try new things was scary too. But I eventually decided to sign up for Work To 

Independence and I am so glad that I did! 

I got to experience so many new things - I went to the beach 

and had fun in the sand and ocean, I jumped on a trampoline 

for the first time, and I climbed to the top of a tall cargo net on 

an obstacle course! I travelled to New York City and Ocean 

City, and my favorite trips were to Washington D.C. and the 

NFB convention in Orlando, FL. It was amazing to visit the 

Pentagon and White House, and I also enjoyed travelling      

independently around the hotel at the NFB convention.  

I learned to use my white cane better and felt more comfortable 

travelling by myself. I also learned how to safely cook          

independently and cooked a lot this summer at my apartment. It took some time, but I got used to it. 

One of my favorite elements of the summer program was my employment experience in BISM Baltimore’s 

paper department. I was hesitant at first because I did not know if I would be good at it. The job was great! I 

got to meet new people and helped with several things. 

Following my graduation from the Work To Independence 

program,  I returned to Mississippi and now have a job while I 

am in school. I work at an AbilityOne location three days a 

week. Working at BISM helped prepare me for this job       

because I now know that I can succeed in the workplace. In 

the future, I plan on returning to BISM Baltimore to attend the 

CORE adult program (I will have to get a winter coat because 

it is cold up north). I used to be scared of flying, but when I 

had to fly home on the airplane by myself, I did it. I felt so 

good about my accomplishment and I know I can do it again!  



 

COLLEGE STUDENT GAINS VALUABLE SKILLS IN SUMMER PROGRAM 
By LAUREL KIRBY 

Laurel Kirby, age 19, currently attends Carroll Community College and is pursuing a degree in Special     

Education. She is interested in becoming a teacher for the visually impaired. 

Because I attended the Work to Independence program, I now 

understand the independence aspect of blindness. I learned 

how to do more for myself and I got more out of this program 

than I would have ever received at the Maryland School for 

the Blind.  

On my first day of college, I did well asking people for       

assistance as I figured out my own route. I can now speak up 

for myself and advocate better. I also became more creative, 

especially with 

cooking. I always 

loved helping my family cook at home, but rarely did I have    

chances to cook alone. This summer, I got into the kitchen as much 

as possible and faced my fears when it came to frying and cutting 

vegetables.  

Before I started in the BISM summer program, I was taught to use 

the limited vision that I had to get around. I used that vision to look 

for landmarks and evaluate street crossings. Learning nonvisual 

skills under sleep shades for travel was very difficult, yet as time 

went on, I started to realize that I could travel wherever I wanted independently. Now when I go out with my 

family, I do not need them to guide me anymore. I feel more free now because of it.  

One day, I was assigned to travel with Ashley, a CORE student and summer staff member. That experience 

helped me realize that I have someone who knows what I am going through, and I felt the same way with all 

of the BISM counselors this summer. As they shared their experiences, I became more confident in my own 

abilities. For my work experience, I was given the opportunity to help young blind kids boost their confidence 

at the BISM BELL Program in Salisbury. Watching the young participants learn braille and daily living skills 

showed me the rewards I will reap when I become a teacher.  



 

YOUTH PROGRAMS IN SALISBURY SHINE DURING SUMMER MONTHS 
By AMY CROUSE & DANIELLE EARL 

The 3rd annual Braille Enrichment Literacy and Learning (BELL) Academy for blind and low vision            

elementary school students of the Eastern Shore took place in July at the BISM Salisbury Training Center.  

This year’s space-themed workshop was a huge success! BELL participants learned all about our solar system 

as we read braille, made crafts, and wrote stories. Independent living skills were also taught as students        

prepared their own lunches in our training kitchen and used their white canes to travel along the walking path. 

Each day a visitor from outer space came to the training center to tell us about the planets, sun, moon, and 

stars. Students and staff visited the NASA Wallops Island Visitor Center and learned about astronauts and  

outer space! The NFB of Maryland provided students with a cooler lunch bag, water bottle, and large book 

bag to store all their braille books, puzzles and gifts. We are not sure who enjoyed BELL more - the students 

or the grown-ups! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Eastern Shore Gaining Leadership, Independence, Direction & Experience (GLIDE) program for blind 

and low vision high school and middle school students debuted in August.  

Seven students met for four days to enjoy confidence-building activities, practice self-advocacy, explore    

technology, and improve independent living skills (cooking, shopping, laundry). GLIDE students created a 

shopping list, went to Walmart to shop for items, and each student took turns pulling the cart, selecting items, 

and gathering grocery bags. Students participated in lunch preparation by making pretzel dough, shucking 

corn, slicing potatoes, and placing trays in the oven. Each student went through the lunch buffet line            

independently.  

The GLIDE students and staff also participated in a great day of community service. We worked in the     

Camden Community Garden, weeding and cleaning up the area where fruits and vegetables grow. GLIDE   

students also picked tomatoes and squash and delivered them to three local seniors. We loved the opportunity 

to work with these fantastic teenagers!   



 

SALISBURY EMBROIDERY CENTER OPENS 
By MICHAEL GARNTO  

We are proud to announce that the BISM embroidery  

center has opened! About a year ago, we started thinking 

of ways to consolidate all of BISM’s embroidery          

operations under one roof. This now allows us to leverage 

our machines and talent to better meet the needs of our       

internal and external customers while becoming more  

efficient in this operation. BISM’s Salisbury Cutting    

facility was chosen due to the number of contracts that are 

currently cut at this location.  

Prior to the consolidation, BISM had embroidery         

machines in Cumberland, Raleigh, Salisbury Cutting, Salisbury Sewing, and we also used an outside          

contracting service. In order to establish our embroidery center, we needed to construct a new manufacturing 

space. This was accomplished by retrofitting over 3,200 square feet of warehousing space in the back of our 

Salisbury Cutting location. During construction, an ADA exit ramp was constructed and insulation was added 

to the walls and ceiling to better meet energy codes and increase noise absorption.  

BISM currently embroiders the Army logo on the Army Physical Fitness Uniform (AFPU) Jackets that are 

sewn in our Cumberland and Salisbury plants. In addition, BISM embroiders the AFPU Jackets and APFU 

Pants with the Army logo that are cut for BISM’s customer UNICOR. 

The new embroidery center now houses eight embroidery machines with eighty-eight sewing heads, which 

will give BISM the combined capacity to embroider up to 75,000 pieces per month. When fully staffed, the 

embroidery center will comprise of 10 full time associates, including machine operators, expeditors, and  

hooping (positioning the garment in a hoop prior to embroidery). I would like to thank all of the people that 

helped facilitate this project, especially Lee Nicol and Glenn Brown for their guidance and assistance. Special 

thanks to all the embroidery associates that were able to continue to meet our customer needs during this   

transition and will be leading our team as we move forward.  

BASE SUPPLY CENTERS SHOW THEIR SUPPORT FOR MILITARY 
Associates from BISM’s eight AbilityOne Base Supply Centers, as well as ShopBISM associates, started a 

new tradition in August of showing their support for the U.S. troops by wearing R.E.D. (Remember Everyone 

Deployed) shirts each Friday!  

(From left) AbilityOne Base Supply Center associates from Aberdeen, Dover, Ft. Knox, and ShopBISM show their support of the U.S. Troops 

by wearing R.E.D. shirts.  



 

ASSOCIATE OF THE QUARTER WINNERS 
Congratulations to the winners of the BISM Associate of the Quarter award for the 2nd Quarter of 2017!:  

Baltimore Operations: Albert Newman; Base Supply Centers: Willie McDaniel; Cumberland Operations: Fran 

Garrison; Raleigh Operations: Thelma Floyd; Rehabilitation: Liz Moyer; and Salisbury Operations: Freddie 

Rosen.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO REHAB PROGRAM GRADUATES 
Congratulations to the following successful      

Rehabilitation and Training program graduates:  

Smita Jhaveri (left) graduated from the Seniors 

Achieving Independent Living (SAIL) program 

on June 26. Smita’s family, longtime friends, and 

BISM staff and students attended her graduation 

ceremony and celebrated her special day!  

Salisbury SAIL student Grace Stakiel (right) 

graduated from the program on August 15. SAIL staff and students decorated a    

fancy gift box for Grace and enjoyed lunch together. Fun was had by all!  

BISM TEAMS UP WITH STREET SMARTS DRIVING ACADEMY 
By ANDY MCIVER 

The BISM Rehabilitation department teamed up with Street Smarts Driving Academy on August 6 to offer a 

unique, exhilarating driving experience for 34 blind and low vision adults. BISM students and staff, many of 

whom were driving a car for the first time, drove on a course created by Street Smarts staff in BISM           

Baltimore’s parking lot. Street Smarts generously donated their expertise, staff, and cars, and a certified    

driving instructor provided guidance for participants who drove the vehicle under sleep shades. This has     

become one of the most anticipated events of the year and we want to thank Street Smarts for making it     

happen! 



 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

WELLNESS CORNER: PEDOMETER CHALLENGE 
By NICOLE JOHNSON, R.N. 

We kicked off the BISM Pedometer Challenge in March to promote increased fitness and improved health 

habits. All BISM locations participated and congratulations to the approximately 220 participants who took 

part. Team captains collected the steps from each location and monthly winners were announced. The        

Pedometer Challenge concluded in August. 

I am excited to announce Baltimore associate Michael Adkins as the Grand Prize winner of a Fitbit with a  

total of 2,240,718 steps! The two runner-ups are Baltimore associates Ruth Hairsine and Kevin Venable.  

Congratulations to Michael, Ruth, and Kevin!                 

I am hoping that the Pedometer Challenge motivated many of you to become more active. It is also my hope 

that you all continue to challenge yourselves to strive for 10,000 steps a day, as the American Heart             

Association encourages. When you have a chance, please congratulate Michael, Ruth, and Kevin for a job 

well done, and thank you to all of the team captains for tracking associates steps! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW BLIND ASSOCIATE HIRED IN FEDERALSBURG 
By HEATHER RANKIN 

On July 31, BISM welcomed its first blind associate to our Federalsburg, MD bottle    

water plant, Richard Greenwood. Baltimore Rehabilitation instructor LJ Bowens         

graciously visited the plant for two days and worked with Mr. Greenwood on various 

non-visual instruction. LJ also worked closely with the other Federalsburg associates on 

blind sensitivity training.   

We are so thankful to have such a wonderful rehabilitation staff that will help train new/

current blind and low vision associates. BISM can now say we have at least one blind 

associates employed at every one of our facilities, and the Human Resources department 

remains dedicated to finding more blind associates for Federalsburg and all other BISM locations. 

 

Help honor our bravest men and women with a  

Veterans Day concert on November 11 at the    

Marriott Baltimore Waterfront from 6:00-9:30 pm. 

The concert benefits three great organizations: 

BISM, Sound Minds USA, and Warriors on the 

Green. This sure-to-be-memorable fundraiser will 

include a performance by the Maryland              

Conservatory of Music, heavy hors d’oeuvres, open 

bar, silent auction and special guests. For ticket and 

sponsorship information, contact Quynh Budzynski 

at 202-809-9057 / qbudzynski@bism.org or visit 

www.bism.org/veterans. 

Join us for an uplifting evening of local music at the 

9th Annual BISM Gospel Night Extravaganza on      

October 20 at 7:00 pm at the Christ United      

Methodist Church in Salisbury. Gospel and church 

choirs, youth groups, praise dancers, soloists, and 

instrumentalists will perform. Admission is Free 

and homemade baked goods and crafts will be on 

sale! A love offering will also be collected during 

the performance. Invite your family and friends - 

this event is open to the public. Contact Danielle for 

more information at 410-845-2348 or 

dearl@bism.org.  



 

CATCHING UP 
BISM Locations Experience Solar Eclipse 

BISM locations got into the Solar Eclipse spirit on August 21 with a variety 

of viewing party events. Eclipse glasses were generously donated by the   

Maryland Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. 

Raleigh Hosts Family Day Luncheon 

BISM-Raleigh hosted a Family and Friends Day luncheon on July 28. Family 

and friends toured the Raleigh facility, enjoyed lunch with BISM associates, 

and had a spin on the BISM Prize Wheel. 

Delegate Adrienne Jones Tours BISM  

Maryland Delegate Adrienne Jones (D-District 10) toured 

BISM Baltimore on July 24. BISM President Fred Puente 

and Board Chairman Michael Gosse guided Delegate Jones 

through the Rehabilitation and Manufacturing divisions and 

she met associates from various BISM departments. 

Promotions for BISM Associates 

Congratulations to the following BISM associates who earned promotions in 

July: Michael Garnto was promoted to Chief Operating Officer and Liz King 

was promoted to Director of Administration. 

ShopBISM Customer Receives Award 

ShopBISM’s Bob Stewart recognized Trinity Sterile, Inc. 

with a Customer Appreciation Award in July for their one-

year anniversary of continued support of ShopBISM.  

NIB National Symposium Tours BISM 

Fifty-two attendees from the NIB/NAEPB National       

Symposium toured and had lunch at 

BISM Baltimore on June 28. The 

touring group featured nominees for 

the NIB Milton J. Samuelson and  

Peter J. Salmon awards, including   

BISM’s Jill Barbon-Fish.  

SILVER Retreat Benefits Seniors 

The SILVER senior four-day residential retreat took place in Baltimore from 

June 6-9 with 14 underserved blind and low vision seniors from across the 

State of Maryland. Seniors learned braille, 

technology, cane travel, and independent 

living from BISM senior staff, plus enjoyed 

guest speakers, day trips to a museum and 

the farmers market, and dining at             

restaurants. The SILVER Retreat was 

capped off with a graduation ceremony. 

THE BISM GRAPEVINE                Summer 2017  

Baltimore Headquarters 

3345 Washington Blvd. 

Baltimore, MD 21227 

410-737-2600 
 

Cumberland 

322 Paca St. 

Cumberland, MD 21502 

301-724-4111 
 

Federalsburg 
101 Frank M. Adams        

Industrial Way 

Federalsburg, MD 21632 

410-754-5888 
 

Raleigh  

2100 Harrod St. 

Raleigh, NC 27604 

919-516-9320 
 

Salisbury 

2240 Northwood Dr. 

Salisbury, MD 21801 

410-749-1366 
 

Salisbury Cutting 

1303 Old Ocean City Rd. 

Salisbury, MD 21804 

410-749-4305 
 

AbilityOne BSC Stores 

Aberdeen  410-297-4950 

DIA JBAB 202-562-1790  

DIA Reston 703-390-9221 

Dover  302-736-3506 

Edgewood  410-676-0564 

Ft. Knox  502-942-9690 

JBAB 202-561-6245 

JB Andrews  301-599-0316 
 

BISM Beverage 

888-928-3767 
 

www.ShopBISM.com 

877-647-4611 
 

www.bism.org 

B I S M  C O N T A C T  
I N F O R M A T I O N  


